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WHAT SUBJECTS MUST I STUDY IN YEARS 10 AND 11?
There are some subjects that you must study, these are:
ENGLISH
MATHS
SCIENCE
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL EDUCATION
RELIGIOUS STUDIES
CYMRAEG
SKILLS CHALLENGE CERTIFICATE
The other subjects are called OPTIONS. They are arranged in groups and you must choose ONE subject from each block.
Details of all these subjects are given in this booklet. You can also view this booklet on the school website:

http://www.stcenyddcommunityschool.co.uk/

WHICH COURSES WILL I FOLLOW?
There are two main types of course you can follow:
1.

The General Certificate of Secondary Education

2.

BTEC Level 1 and Level 2 Certificates.

1. THE GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION
GCSE is a single system of examinations, with a single scale of grades. The examinations test not only memory and orderly
presentation of facts but also understanding, practical and oral skills, and the ability to apply knowledge.
Pupils can also be judged on course work completed in the classroom. Within each subject there is a choice of papers or
questions, which gives pupils of all abilities the opportunity to show what they understand, know and can do.
Teachers will be able to guide pupils on which papers and questions to attempt. Successful pupils will be awarded grades on a
single scale from A* to G. A* - C grades are classed as level 2 qualifications and grades D – G are classed as level 1.

2. BTEC LEVEL 1 & LEVEL 2 CERTIFICATES (IVETs)
BTEC Level 1 & 2 Certificates are vocationally based GCSE equivalent courses. These will become known as IVETs – Initial
Vocational Education and Training. They are designed to provide specialist work-related qualifications in a range of sectors.
They have been developed to provide the knowledge, understanding and skills necessary to prepare learners for employment.
On successful completion of a BTEC qualification, pupils may progress into employment and/or continue their study in the
vocational area or to ‘A’ Level. At St. Cenydd IVETs are offered in Performing Arts and Home Cooking Skills.
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St. Cenydd Community School
Key Stage 4 Option Choices 2022-2023
It is anticipated that option choices will be made in three blocks as in previous years:
Option A

Option B

Option C

Subjects available in this option will be
listed here

Subjects available in this option will be
listed here

Subjects available in this option will be
listed here

All pupils will be expected to make a choice of one subject from each of the three blocks.
A draft option survey will take place with pupils during the second half of the Spring term which will inform the construction of
the final option choice form to be completed.
The final option form, via Google Forms, for pupils to make their individual choices will be released to pupils on Wednesday 23rd
March, 2022 and must be completed and submitted by Wednesday 6th April, 2022.
Please note that options offered, even on the final option form, are subject to pupil uptake and staffing.
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Art and Design

OPTION

Why take Art?
In a world that is filled with computers, smartphones, tablets and other portable electronic devices. Almost all
businesses have an online presence, with online advertising increasing by the day. We are connected to the internet
for long periods, seeking information, socialising, playing, shopping, watching videos and engaging in other forms of
online entertainment. The demand for web designers, app designers, software designers, graphic designers, digital
illustrators, multimedia artists, video producers, online publishers, animation artists, game designers and many other
digital careers is undergoing unprecedented growth.
Art enhances fine motor skills, hand-eye coordination, problem solving skills, lateral thinking, complex analysis and
critical thinking skills. No matter what career you choose, those who can master and manipulate these skills will
intellectual rigor a strong work ethic and a commitment to fulfilling your potential will always have an advantage; art
offers you the opportunity for all of these.
GCSE Art and Design is designed to provide you with an engaging, challenging, coherent and meaningful learning
experience through a flexible, nurturing and supportive environment. Our rewarding and immersive programme of
study will broaden your creative experience, develop your imagination and technical skills and promote your
personal and social development.
You will actively engage in the creative process of art, craft and design in order to develop as effective and
independent learner, and as critical and reflective thinker with an enquiring mind. You will develop creative,
imaginative and intuitive capabilities through both coursework and exam and become confident in taking risks and
learning from experience when exploring and experimenting with ideas, processes, media, materials and techniques.
Course outline
Year 9 – All work submitted.
Year 10 – All work completed is Course work. This is worth 60% (120 marks) of the overall.
Year 11 - Finish coursework by Christmas. Start Exam in January. Exam is worth 40% (80 marks)
Course Expectations
•Encouraged to develop your own art kit.
•Independently research your chosen theme.
•Attend lunchtime workshops.

For more details about the course contact Mrs Reardon
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ASDAN Certificate of Personal & Social Effectiveness OPTION
The Certificate of Personal and Social Effectiveness is a nationally recognised qualification outcome of the ASDAN programmes.
The qualifications offer imaginative ways of accrediting young people’s activities. They promote, and allow schools to record a
wide range of personal qualities, abilities and achievements of young people, as well as introducing them to new activities and
challenges.
The CoPSE Student Book comprises twelve modules, each of which is divided into three sections. Each section should take 10
hours, which is worth one credit. Students will need 12 credits to gain the Certificate of Personal and Social Effectiveness. For
CoPSE level 1, challenges can come from sections A, B or C; for CoPSE level 2, at least six of the credits must be chosen from the
longer section B or C challenges.
The module titles are:
 Communication
 Citizenship and Community
 Sport and Leisure
 Independent Living
 The Environment
 Vocational Preparation
 Health and Fitness
 Work Related Learning and Enterprise
 Science and Technology
 International Links
 Expressive Arts
 Beliefs and Values
By building a portfolio of evidence as they complete various challenges, students must demonstrate competence at level 1 or level
2 in the following skills:
 Introduction to Working with Others
 Introduction to Improving Own Learning Performance
 Introduction to Problem Solving
 Planning and carrying out a piece of research
 Communication through discussion
 Planning and giving an oral presentation
These six wider skills are not taught separately but are integrated into chosen units within the twelve modules.
CoPSE has been allocated performance table points - level 1 is worth 25 points comparable to a GCSE Grades E/F
- level 2 is worth 46 points comparable to a GCSE Grade B.
For more details about the course contact Mr Turk
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Computer Science

OPTION

What is Computer Science about?
Are you...


Interested in studying a modern and up-to-date qualification in computer that prepares you for learning, working
and living in an increasingly digital world?



Keen to learn how to program games, mobile apps and web apps?



Interested in a career in programming or games design?



Someone who thinks logically and is able to solve problems?
If yes, then the WJEC GCSE in Computer Science is for you!
This course will suit pupils wishing to pursue to a career in software and games development. It would also suit pupils who are
logical and who have an analytical approach to problem solving.
Throughout the course pupils are examined on a range of practical programming tasks which are assessed through controlled
assessment coursework. It encourages pupils to create their own games, applications and other systems, rather than simply use
those designed by others.
Computer Science is a distinct science and engineering discipline which equips pupils with the core knowledge, competency and
capabilities to support progression into further education and a professional career.
For more details about the course contact Mrs Jennings
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Cymraeg
Welsh (Full Course)

COMPULSORY

Since September 2017 all students in Wales have followed the full course Welsh 2nd language specification. The aim of the GCSE
is for all pupils to develop their language learning skills. Students should be able understand and use the language for a variety
of purposes, in further studies, in the workplace and in the community. A qualification in Welsh will be an asset to any student in
21st century Wales where the demand for Welsh language skills is growing.
Students will study the language under three broad themes;




EMPLOYMENT
WALES AND THE WORLD
YOUTH

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
UNIT 1 - Oracy response to visual material.
Non-examination assessment 6-12 minutes in pairs or groups of three. 25% of qualification.
1 task
(10%) Speaking (15%) Listening
A task for a pair/group of three based on a visual stimuli provided by the WJEC. Students will watch a visual
clip and then will discuss the clip.

UNIT 2 - Communicate with others
Non-examination assessment 6-12 minutes in pairs or groups of three. 25% of qualification.
1 task
(20%) Speaking (5%) Listening
A task for a pair/group of three based on the stimuli provided from WJEC to stimulate discussion.

UNIT 3 - Report and instruct
Written examination 1 hour 30 minutes.
(15%) Reading (10%) Writing
Reading and writing tasks with non-verbal and written responses, including one translation from English to
Welsh and a proofreading task.

UNIT 4 - Descriptive, creative and imaginative
Written examination 1 hour 30 minutes.
(10%) Reading (15%) Writing
Reading and writing tasks with non-verbal and written responses.

Unit 1 may be completed in Year 10 or Year 11.
Units 2, 3 & 4 will be completed in Year 11.
For more details about the course contact Mrs G. Evans
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Design Technology - Product Design

OPTION

Why Product Design?
Product Design is about the creation of new items that people will buy. It includes appearance and function balancing these with
art for its success. Styling and function are crucial to commercial success, and through product design you will gain a thorough
understanding of the processes involved in turning ideas into attractive and useful products. Shape, colour, user perception,
usability and sustainability are just some of the elements you will learn to work with.
Creative, imaginative dedicated students to push the boundaries of design. Future career opportunities include: Interior Design/
Architecture, Engineering, Product Design, Construction, Civil and Structural Engineering, CAD Operators, etc.
The students will follow the new Welsh Joint Education Committee (WJEC)
Examination in Product Design.








Year 10 - Pupils will have the opportunity to build a portfolio of skills ready for Year 11. They will have the chance to further
develop their creativity, practical skills and subject knowledge from KS3.
Pupils can expect:More in-depth and challenging projects to design and produce high quality products that people want.
Develop products that balance aesthetics, function and creativity along with market demands.
Explore volume production, linked to industrial practices and a visit to a local factory.
Enhancing design skills using Computer Aided Design (CAD) and Computer Aided Manufacture (CAM) in our dedicated
suite.
This will be undertaken using a series of Product Analysis, Focused Practical Tasks and Design & Make assignments in different
contexts. The underlying issues in all areas are: Health & Safety, development of practical skills, expressing creativity and design
appreciation.
Year 11. Unit 2 50% of the GCSE This would have been known as the coursework element in previous years but under new
government guidelines we are introducing Controlled Assessment Tests (C.A.T’s).
C.A.T’s work differently as all work is completed in school under a controlled test environment. Students are still
encouraged to continue developing their creativity and imagination outside of school and prepare resources to be used in
the C.A.Ts, this will help them during the controlled tests. During the C.A.Ts time students are expected to complete an
folder, along with a physical product including some form of packaging. The new course offers opportunity to build a
conceptual visualisation and working concept.
Unit 1 50% of the GCSE There is an exam at the end of Year 11. All students are entered at the same tier, questions in the exam
have been tailored so each student can make the most of the exam. This will enable students to gain a higher grade compared
with previous years where students with poor coursework grades could only be entered for foundation.
For more details about the course contact Mr Dodd
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English Language and Literature

COMPULSORY

GCSE English Language and English Literature are compulsory for most classes at KS4, but why is English so
important and where can it take you outside the classroom? The fact is English teaches you important skills and
is a gateway to many university subjects and careers.
English is the primary language of communication in the UK. Most of us grow up speaking it fluently or learn
naturally as we become immersed in the classroom and society around us. So, we here you ask, if I'm already
fluent, why study English at school?
Well, there's a lot more to English than the words we speak. To learn the rules of spelling, punctuation and
grammar, and to construct a sentence on a page, takes everyone a lot of time, study and patience. Learning
these rules can help you to study other foreign languages at the same time too.
Employers say that one of the most valuable things they look for in the people who work for them are good
communication skills and this means writing and presentation as well as talking. Being able to write a good
cover letter, which is free from mistakes, can also be key to getting that job in the first place.
Essentially, whenever you need to persuade, inform or connect with someone, English is your best friend.
English Literature
Studying English literature helps to sharpen your analytical skills. If you can take a text and find the themes plus
connect it with other texts, theories and historical events, you are showing that you can handle complex ideas,
search for patterns and interpret information in a wider context.

You will also develop your planning and research skills as well as gain knowledge of history, culture, philosophy
and even human behaviour.
What careers can I get with English?
English is good for any job that involves communication, writing and / or literary knowledge. These
include: advertising and marketing, writing and journalism, law, consultancy, business, teaching, performing
arts, academia, government, linguistics, foreign languages, media and design. You could even be a freelance
writer!

Careers in the sciences, engineering, technology and maths also need more English than you think. Writing
proposals, academic papers & articles and communicating with others is key to getting funding for projects and
reaching people with your work.
What subjects does English go with?
In a nutshell, English goes with everything! It’s especially helpful with essay subjects like history or politics and
goes well with social science subjects that look at human behaviour, such as psychology or sociology. If you're
good at and enjoy English language, you could consider studying another language, which can lead to many
careers for language enthusiasts.
For more details about the courses contact Mrs Sage
Page 10 of 30

Food and Nutrition

OPTION

About the course
This is an, exciting and creative course focusing on practical cooking skills and developing a thorough understanding of nutrition,
food origin and the working characteristics of ingredients.
The main focus is developing cookery skills to give you a strong understanding of nutrition.

The five core topics are:
1. Food, nutrition and health
2. Food science
3. Food safety
4. Food choice
5. Food provenance (where it comes from)

Some of the skills you will learn are:
1. being able to design your own recipes
2. carrying out practical experiments
3. making informed choices about ingredients
4. nutrition analysis
5. how to present a dish attractively
6. understanding functional and chemical properties of food
7. being able to select appropriate cooking methods
8. understanding food and the environment
9. developing recipes and considering special diets / nutritional needs / target markets

How it is assessed
EXAM

PRACTICAL INVESTIGATIONS

Worth 40% of the course
Time: 1hr 30mins
Section A (20marks) - Multiple choice
Section B (80marks) - Written answer questions
Worth 60% of the course
Two tasks
Task 1: Food science investigation (20%) - investigating functions of ingredients.
Task 2: Practical cooking (40%) (Including a 3 hr practical) Plan, prepare and cook a menu of
three dishes, demonstrating some of the skills you have learned.

Why pick this course...





It is a perfect mix between academic and practical work—approximately half your lessons will be practical.
There is a UK shortage of qualified food scientists and technologists.
Can lead to many careers in food product development, sports nutritionist, teacher, dietician, consumer research
analyst, chef, and many more.
IT’S FUN!!!

For more details about the course contact Mrs Ryder
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FRENCH

OPTION

In French lessons, we aim to encourage our students to communicate by speaking and writing in French and to read and listen with
understanding. The ability to speak French can enhance future career opportunities and the Russell Group Universities (the 24 leading UK
universities) consider languages like French favourably to enter any degree course. Cardiff University has a ‘Languages for All’ initiative to
guarantee their graduates have a distinct advantage by speaking another language and understanding other cultures.

COURSE OUTLINE
The work done in Years 7, 8 and 9 is an excellent foundation for GCSE French. GCSE students will study 3 broad themes:
Identity and culture
Wales and the World - areas of interest
Current and future study and employment
The three themes include topics which students will be familiar with and some new ones.
Identity & culture

Wales and the World – areas of interest

Current & former study and
employment

Youth Culture
• Self and relationships
• Technology and social media
Lifestyle
• Health and fitness
• Entertainment and leisure
Customs and Traditions
• Food and drink
• Festivals and celebrations

Home and Locality
• Local areas of interest
• Travel and Transport
The Wider World
• Local and regional features and characteristics
of France and French-speaking countries
• Holidays and tourism
Global Sustainability
• Environment
• Social issues

Current Study
• School/college life
• School/college studies
Enterprise, Employability and
Future Plans
• Skills and personal qualities
• Post-16 study
• Career plans
• Employment

A variety of teaching methods and resources will be used including; ICT, text books, film clips, CDs, magazines and newspapers and other
authentic materials.

ASSESSMENT
Unit 1: Speaking (25%) - There will be three tasks to complete: one role-play, one photo-card discussion and one conversation.
Unit 2: Listening (25%) - Listening comprehension tasks with non-verbal and written responses.
Unit 3: Reading (25%) - Reading comprehension tasks with non-verbal and written responses, including one translation task from French into
English.
Unit 4: Writing (25%) – Writing tasks including one translation task from English into French.
All examinations will take place at the end of the two year course.

WHY STUDY FRENCH AT GCSE?

French is an important global language; there are 200 million French speakers in 44 countries in 5 continents. It’s the most widely learned
language after English. Most employers will look more favourably on job applicants with a foreign language and careers include interpreter,
translator, lawyer, doctor, nurse, air hostess, import/export industry, engineering, sales and marketing, accountant, secretary, teacher,
banking, United Nations, European Union. In fact any career will be enhanced with a language qualification as you are showing employers that
you possess social skills, adaptability and resilience. According to the CBI “French is the language most sought after by those employers looking
for language skills. (51%)”
The study of France and French culture demonstrates both a European and international awareness which is highly regarded in an everincreasing global business market. In fact, the British Council identified French as one of the top 5 most important languages for the UK post
Brexit. In the words of Frank Smith, British psycholinguist “One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two languages open every door along
the way."

REASONS TO SAY ‘OUI’ TO GCSE FRENCH
French is in high demand with employers. The job market is extremely competitive but language skills can set you apart from other applicants.
Speaking French opens up new and exciting career options. Want to travel as part of your job? Or live abroad and experience new cultures?
Cultural awareness is also highly sought after by top employers.
Around 75% of the world population does not speak English. Being able to converse with someone in their own language means that they are
more likely to want to do business with you.
Learning French significantly develops key communications skills.
If you want to be better at negotiating, making decisions and solving problems, learning a language is the perfect solution.
You can explore new cultures and meet new people. An understanding of diversity and cultural awareness is one of the qualities that many
top employers look for as it means that you are able to adapt to new situations as well as working well in a team.

WHAT DO WE EXPECT FROM YOU?

There is no minimum requirement to do French at GCSE - all you need is a positive attitude, enthusiasm, curiosity, hard work and a willingness
to learn and communicate in French.

For more details about the course contact Monsieur Marshall or Madame Chapouty
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Geography

OPTION

Why should I choose GCSE Geography?
Geography is not only up-to-date and relevant, it is one of the most exciting, adventurous and valuable subjects to
study today. So many of the world's current problems boil down to geography, and need the geographers of the
future to help us understand them. Global warming, sustainable food production, natural disasters such as
earthquakes and tsunamis, the spread of disease, the reasons for migration and the future of energy resources are
just some of the great challenges we face, and it will be geographers who help solve and manage them.
What will I study?
Year 10:
UNIT 1 - Changing Physical and Human Landscapes (40% of grade)
Theme 1: Distinctive landscapes in Wales, River and Coastal Processes
Theme 2: Changes to rural and urban areas, population, global cities
Theme 4: Coastal hazards; climate change and erosion, management
Year 11:
UNIT 2- Environmental and Development Issues (40% of grade)
Theme 5: Weather, Climate and Ecosystems
Theme 6: Global inequalities, water resources, regional economic development
Theme 7: Social development; refugees, child labour, impacts of disease on development
UNIT 3 NEA (Non-examined assessment): Two fieldwork trips and investigations (20% of grade)

Will it help my career and future prospects?
Geography works well with a combination of subjects at GCSE and beyond. So many employers prize the knowledge
and skills that studying geography can provide, be it knowing how the world works, planning research and report
writing, working in a team, using new technologies and communication skills – and much more. You will find
geographers working in a wide range of jobs, from the City to planning, working in the environment to travel and
tourism, or in international charities or retail. Studying geography can help young people achieve careers that are
professionally and financially rewarding and also enjoyable.
What do we expect from you?
As always we expect you to aspire and achieve to the best of your ability. We expect good punctuality and
attendance and completion of class and homework assignments. You will complete mocks at the end of each section
and so thorough revision is essential to make good progress.
For more details about the course contact Mrs Davids
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Health and Social Care

OPTION

Why choose the WJEC GCSE in Health and Social Care Single & Double Award?
This is a qualification that will develop your understanding of the Health and Social Care sectors and provide an opportunity for
you to explore practical issues relating to care to prepare you for employment. For those seeking a professional career in care,
this course will give you a strong foundation from which you will develop, both personally and intellectually. It is an area to
work, which gives many varied opportunities for you to make a difference to people’s lives in a positive way. At the same time
you are gaining skills that you can transfer to other professions later. Working in health and social care professions can also take
you to different parts of the country and overseas.
The course encourages a degree of independent learning and you will learn to be we organised. Although your teacher will give
you reminders, the course is designed to prepare you for higher-level courses and for having a responsible job.
Some work will need to be completed quickly and done for the next lesson. Other tasks may take some time to do – such as
researching information on a topic or preparing a presentation. You will be expected to complete home work both during the
week and often at weekends.
This qualification will allow pupils to progress to a wide range of job roles such as:
Social Worker Occupational

Therapist Physiotherapist Nurse Care Manager

Youth Worker Young Offenders Officer

Prison Officer

Teacher

Dental Nurse Care Worker

Childcare

The main method of Assessment:


Two controlled assignments – one in year 10 and one in year 11.



Two exams – one in year 10 and one in year 11.
For more details about the course contact Mrs S. Williams
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History

OPTION

GCSE History
The Black Death, the Second World War, Nazi Germany, Adolf Hitler…interested? History at GCSE is a challenging
but varied course and if you choose to study it in year 10 and 11 a whole new range of topics will be open to you.
Unit 1: Studies in Depth – Wales and the wider perspective
Britain: Depression, War and Recovery, 1930-1951
Written examination: 1 hour
25% of qualification
This unit considers a Welsh perspective within a wider historical context of the history of Britain in the years
preceding, during and after World War II.
This will be assessed by a written exam. These will focus largely on the analysis and evaluation of historical sources
and interpretations.
Unit 2: Studies in Depth – History with a European / world focus
Germany in Transition, 1919-1939
Written examination: 1 hour
25% of qualification
This unit considers history in a European or wider world context. More specifically looking at how a man like Hitler
managed to seize control of Germany in such a short space of time.
Each option will be assessed by compulsory questions. These will test Historical understanding and also analyse and
evaluate historical sources and interpretations.
Unit 3: Thematic studies from a broad historical perspective
Changes in Health and Medicine, c.1340 to the present day
Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes
30% of qualification
This is a thematic study that covers specific aspects of history, with a particular emphasis on how this had an impact
on Wales.
The Thematic Study will include the study of an appropriate historic site and its significance.
Each study will be assessed by compulsory questions focusing extensively on concepts including continuity, change,
cause, consequence, significance, similarity and difference.
Unit 4: Non-Examination Assessment (NEA) – working as an historian
The non-examination assessment will involve the completion of two separate tasks, one with a focus on source
evaluation and one with a focus on different historical interpretations of history.
Reasons to study History:
History is both fascinating and worthwhile. The study of History trains you to select relevant information, assess the
validity of an argument, think and write logically, make informed judgments about controversial issues and present a
well-ordered case backed by supporting evidence. The skill most developed by History is that of critical analysis and
the ability to express ideas, knowledge and interpretations clearly, coherently and confidently. History students are
not just limited to "becoming another history teacher" (unless they want to of course). Nor are they destined to
gather dust in a museum or library (again unless they want to). In the fields of management, law, administration,
accountancy, journalism and marketing, History is a highly valued asset but more importantly it makes you a better
person.
For more details about the course contact Mrs Elliott
Page 15 of 30

BTEC level 2
HOME COOKING SKILLS

OPTION

A very hands-on practical course.
Learn a wide variety of skills, from slicing, dicing, and chopping to bread-making, cakes, pastry, pizza, curry, stir frying, pasta and
more.
You will learn to cook a variety of dishes and meals, from breakfast, lunch, snacks and main meals……and the best chocolate
Brownies ever!
Continuous assessment throughout the course, based on practical work and a folder of evidence. Practical cooking exam making
a 2-course meal.
Future job opportunities could include cook, chef, waiter/waitress.
Further study opportunities NVQ Catering in college.
For more details about the course contact Mrs Ryder
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Digital Technology GCSE (ICT)

OPTION

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY GCSE (New IT qualification)
Are you interested in creating video games or animations? Do you want to create marketing material for social
media? If yes then this is the qualification for you.
This new qualification is designed for those who wish to begin their journey towards a career that utilises digital
technologies or to progress onto advanced level programmes of learning involving digital technologies.
What will you study?
Unit 1: The digital world On-screen examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 40% of qualification
An assessment (taken on-screen), comprising of a range of question types to assess specification content related to
digital technology systems, the value of digital technology and perspectives on digital technology.
Unit 2: Digital practices Non-exam assessment (NEA): 45 hours 40% of qualification
A non-examined assessment comprising of two sections.
In Section A you will interrogate a supplied data set imported into a spreadsheet in order to inform Section B, then
you will create a website incorporating either an animation or a game related to a set context.
Unit 3 Communicating in the digital world Non-exam assessment: 15 hours 20% of qualification
In this unit you will develop knowledge, skills and understanding in:
• social media and online marketing communications
• creating digital assets and planning digital communications.
The qualification will allow you to develop your understanding of the range of digital technology systems at use in
our connected and globalised society. It will also allow you to explore the ever-evolving nature of digital technology
systems and how these systems can be used productively, creatively and safely.
For more details about this course contact Mrs Jennings

Page 17 of 30

Mathematics

COMPULSORY

Why study Maths?
There is a very good reason why Maths is a compulsory part of the school curriculum. You need to use ‘Maths’ skills for
practically every other subject and you will certainly need to continue using many of these skills when you leave school.
Maths has applications in many careers, e.g. engineering, medicine, general teaching, architecture, as well as being a discipline
followed for its own sake.
GCSE
Year 10 pupils will sit two GCSE’s in Mathematics; GCSE Mathematics – Numeracy and GCSE Mathematics. They will be following
the WJEC linear specifications for both qualifications.
GCSE Mathematics – Numeracy will build on and progress from the levels of numeracy expected at the end of key stage 3 and
will assess the mathematics that learners will need in their everyday lives, in the world of work, and in other curriculum areas.
GCSE Mathematics will extend to aspects of mathematics needed for progression to scientific, technical and further
mathematical study.
Three tiers of entry are available for each GCSE; higher, intermediate and foundation tiers. At higher tier, the grades available
are A* to C, at intermediate, B to E and at foundation, D to G.
Pupils will sit two exam papers for each GCSE, one calculator and one non-calculator paper for each. All exam papers will be sat
during Year 11. Each higher and intermediate tier paper takes 1 ¾ hours to complete, and foundation tier papers take 1 ½ hours
to complete. Each paper is worth 50% of the overall qualification. There is no coursework involved for either qualification in
maths.
In all papers, marks are also awarded for the quality of written communication.
Entry Level Certificate
This course is designed for pupils whose learning needs are not met by the GCSE specifications in Maths. It provides a form of
assessment which is appropriate to their needs also. Pupils complete a series of accessible tasks which can be attempted when
they are ready. All tests at each level are teacher assessed. Each pupil works through bronze, silver and gold awards over the 2
years.
Progression
In order to study A Level Maths it is necessary to have studied GCSE Mathematics – Numeracy and GCSE Mathematics at higher
tier and to have achieved at least a grade B in both qualifications.
For more details about these courses contact Mr McGregor
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Media Studies

OPTION

Why take GCSE Media Studies?
Think for a moment about all the hours you spend watching TV, listening to music, playing computer games, visiting web-sites
and social networking sites and going to the cinema. Agree that the media play a big part of your everyday life? On average, we
spend 8 hours and 41 minutes a day involved in media activity!
You and your friends may have argued passionately about which is the best Star Wars film or who should have won X Factor.
Perhaps you’re an expert on which is the best site for streaming music. Your views of the world in which we live could well be
affected by what you hear in the media. Your life is very much influenced by the different media that you use and enjoy. Media
Studies will help you to develop your understanding of these influences, allowing you to look more critically at a range of media
forms, including advertising, newspapers and magazines, film, television and digital media such as web-sites.
“Taking this subject has changed my perspectives on the media – a lot!”
As well as studying existing media products, such as film trailers, magazine front covers and television extracts, you’ll be involved
in practical projects. This could mean, for example, organising a photo-shoot, designing and producing film posters to promote a
new film, making a magazine cover or filming a music video.
What skills will you develop?
Communicating is what the media do best, through words, sounds and pictures! Media Studies will help you to develop your
own communication skills. You will learn to work as part of a team, as well as individually. You will develop practical, analytical,
technical and creative skills. You don’t need to be an artist – but it will help to have ideas, initiative and enthusiasm. Being
prepared to think, ask questions and having a desire to learn are all essential!
The Course:
40% of the course is based on a controlled assessment which you will complete during lessons. You will respond to a brief set
by the exam board which will ask you to research, plan and produce a media product (for example, a DVD cover for a new film
or a music video). Once you have completed the production stages, you will evaluate your work in a short written report.
60% of the course is based on two units which will be assessed via written examinations at the end of the course. Unit 1 will
involve study of the music industry, advertising, video games and newspapers. In this unit you will learn about an important
media concept called representation and be introduced to media language so that you can start to think and write like a media
student! The first half of Unit 2 will focus on Wales on television, using a case study such as Gavin and Stacey or Educating
Cardiff. The second half will focus on contemporary Hollywood film and also use a case study of a Hollywood film franchise such
as Harry Potter, The Hunger Games or Star Wars.
What do you do in Media Studies?
Below is a sample of some of the topics that you might cover during the course. It also includes some ideas of the work you
could be doing in lessons:
Film:
 How films are produced, e.g. camerawork, sound and lighting
“There’s so much more to
 Film genres, e.g. horror, sci-fi, romantic comedies
the media than you realise”
 Marketing campaigns for films including posters and trailers
(a Year 10 Media student)
 Classification of films for different age groups
Music:
 Research into music genres and their audiences
 Marketing campaigns using music videos, music websites and CD covers
Newspapers:
 Design and layout
 Who decides what makes the news?
Media Studies and your future?
Because Media Studies is a communication subject, it will help to prepare you for a wide range of jobs and careers. You may
decide you’d like to work in a media industry such as television or radio, perhaps in a creative, technical, managerial or
marketing role. GCSE Media Studies could be an early step in preparing you for such a career. However, even if you don’t plan
to work within the media, the variety of skills that you will develop during this course and the knowledge and understanding
which you will gain, will prepare you for any career involving communication. Past pupils, for example, have gone into careers
such as marketing, journalism, design, teaching, tourism, theatre, retail and public services.
For more details about the course contact Ms Hood
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BTEC Performing Arts – Musical Theatre

OPTION

Performing Arts is a vocational subject. It is all about exploring your own imagination and creativity, and working with other
people as a member of a production team to produce stimulating and entertaining moments of theatre.
You will learn to think about your movement and using your voice effectively, as well as taking on roles and finding out how best
to ‘become’ a character. You will be expected to create your own plays, as well as learn lines and act in plays written by other
writers.
As well as being a rewarding and challenging option, Performing Arts offer you the chance to develop skills that will be useful for
the future. You will gain in self confidence and develop the ability to be able to speak in front of groups of people. You will
learn to work as part of a team, co-operating to get the most out of every member of the group, often under pressure of a dead
line.
You will also find that you will have fun whilst learning self discipline and the ability to take responsibility for your own projects.
And, finally, Performing Arts is also a tremendous way of developing, creative, communication and social skills.
Over the two years you will be given a series of formal assignments. You will be expected to keep a journal of your practical
lessons, meetings you have and skills you learn to develop. Each assignment will be a combination of practical and written work.
All your practical work will be recorded on camera. Every assignment counts towards the final qualification. At the end of the
two years you will have a pass, merit or distinction rather than a grade.
For more details about the course contact Mrs Joseph

Page 20 of 30

Physical Education

OPTION

GCSE PE
Why study GCSE PE?
If you enjoy participating in PE and have thought of a career as a PE teacher, Sports Coach, Physiotherapist, Sports Psychologist,
Sports Journalist, Sports development officer or Sports analyst then this is the course for you.
Through studying GCSE PE you will acquire the knowledge, understanding, skills and values to develop and maintain your
performance in physical activities and understand the benefits to health, fitness and well-being.
By studying GCSE Physical Education you will:
 develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical activity and sport and use this
knowledge to improve performance
 understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance in physical activity and sport
 perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques and selecting and using tactics, strategies
and/or compositional ideas
 develop your ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical activity and sport
 understand the contribution which physical activity and sport make to health, fitness and well-being
 understand key socio-cultural influences which can affect people’s involvement in physical activity and sport in Wales and the
wider world.
SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
Unit 1: Introduction to physical education
Written examination: 2 hours
50% of qualification – 100 marks
Learners will be assessed through a range of short and extended questions.
The questions will be based on audio-visual stimuli and other sources.
Unit 2: The active participant in physical education
Non-exam assessment
50% of qualification – 100 marks
Learners will be assessed in three different activities in the role of performer
in at least one indiviual sport, one team sport and one other.
One activity will be a major activity which will have a personal fitness
programme attached to the activity.

Practical and theoretical assessment will take place throughout the courses so regular particiption is essential. You will also be
encouraged to joing extra-curricular clubs in school and clubs outside of school to improve practical performance. You will need
to obtain video evidence of any actvities completed outside of school, e.g. swimming, boxing, golf, karate etc. Your PE teachers
and Coaches will assess your performance within these areas jointly.
For more details about the course contact Mrs Haines
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Religious Studies

COMPULSORY

Religious Studies

What are the benefits of having a GCSE in Religious Studies?
The short answer to this is that Religious Studies (RS) is a highly respected subject that is valued by employers, colleges and
Universities. Students who study RS at KS4 embark on careers in many different areas. One chief of police in Wales has
qualifications in RS up to degree level, many journalists have studied RS, as have many lawyers, social workers, chefs, people in
the armed forces and people in the medical profession. A GCSE in RS will help you develop skills which are valued across all
subjects and by all employers; skills such as research skills, evaluation skills, empathy skills and communication skills.
The GCSE course seeks to engage students in reflecting upon and responding to human experience and the issues raised by
being human. The course seeks to develop in each student, the knowledge and understanding of how religions have responded
to these experiences and issues through the beliefs, values, practices and traditions which help to shape and give meaning to the
lives of their followers. In GCSE RS, students both learn about religion and from religion, in their quest to make sense of and to
find meaning in their own experience of life. In this process, students need to be developing those skills and critical faculties
which are embodied in the aims and assessment objectives of the specification.
In addition to this, a GCSE in RS will help you understand how religion and religious belief motivate many people in today’s
world. It also helps you to understand cultures and beliefs which are different to your own; meaning that when you encounter
people from other cultures in your future employment you will be equipped to engage with them productively. GCSE RS is not
about being religious. It is, however, about understanding how religion impacts upon the world and how things happening in the
world impact on religion. This is greatly valued by employers worldwide.
Summary of Assessment
Unit 1: Religion and Philosophical Themes
Written examination: 2 hours
50% of qualification
 Judaism – Core beliefs, teachings and practices
 Christianity – Core beliefs, teachings and practices
 Issues of Life and Death (from a Christian and Jewish perspective)
 Issues of Good and Evil (from a Christian and Jewish perspective)

Unit 2: Religion and Ethical Themes
Written examination: 2 hours
50% of qualification
 Judaism – Core beliefs, teachings and practices
 Christianity – Core beliefs, teachings and practices
 Issues of Relationships (from a Christian and Jewish perspective)
 Issues of Human Rights (from a Christian and Jewish perspective)

For more details about the course contact Mrs McCullough
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Science

COMPULSORY/
Triple Science OPTION

At the end of Year 9 every pupil will be awarded a teacher assessed end of Key Stage 3 National Curriculum Level in Science.
This information will be used to organise all the pupils into their Science classes for Year 10.
Science Courses at Key Stage 4
We anticipate the following suite of courses:

o
o
o

1. Triple Science – GCSE Biology, Chemistry, & Physics
Pupils will be invited to opt for this course as one of their options. The pre-requisite to this course is that pupils achieve level 7 in
Science at Key Stage 3. In addition, a recommendation by their current Science teacher will also be an entry requirement. This
course will be offered only to those students who are the most able and enthusiastic scientists. This course will be the best
preparation for pupils wishing to go on to study Biology, Chemistry and Physics at A level.
Each separate science subject will include the following:
Year 10 – 1 summer written exam (weighting 45%).
Year 11 – 1 spring practical assessment (weighting 10%).
Year 11 – 1 summer written exam (weighting 45%).

o
o
o

2. GCSE Science (Double Award)
Designed to allow students to develop their appreciation of the knowledge and understanding of the world as established by the
scientific community. This course will also help prepare pupils who may want to go on to study A level Biology, Chemistry and
Physics.
Year 10 – 3 written examinations: B1, C1, P1 (weighting 45%).
Year 11 – 2 practical assessments (weighting 10%).
Year 11 – 3 written examinations: B2, C2, P2 (weighting 45%).

o
o
o
o

3. GCSE Applied Science (Double Award)
Places the science we learn into a meaningful relationship to the environment in which we live and work.
Year 10 – 2 written examinations (weighting 45%).
Year 11 – 2 practical assessments (weighting 10%).
Year 11 – 1 task based assessment (weighting 20%).
Year 11 – 1 written examination (weighting 25%).

o
o
o
o

4. GCSE Applied Science (Single Award)
Places the science we learn into a meaningful relationship to the environment in which we live and work.
Year 10 – 1 written examination (weighting 40%)
Year 11 – practical assessment (weighting 10%).
Year 11 - task based assessment (weighting 20%).
Year 11 - written examination (weighting 30%).

o
o
o

5. Entry Level Science
Designed to be taught alongside the GCSE Applied Science (Single Award) to allow access to a Science qualification for learners
below a Level 1.
Examination (weighting 25%)
End of topic tests (weighting 60%).
Practical assessment (weighting 15%).

For more details about the courses contact Mr Hughes

Page 23 of 30

SPANISH

OPTION

We are excited to offer Spanish as an Option. Spanish is open to all pupils. We will encourage students who choose Spanish to communicate by
speaking and writing in Spanish and to read and listen with understanding. You can choose to study both Spanish and French, as studying one
language helps you to learn another one. The ability to speak a foreign language can enhance future career opportunities and is an entrance
requirement for some university courses.
COURSE OUTLINE
The work completed in Spanish in Years 7, 8 and 9 is a good foundation for the Spanish GCSE course as pupils will already have developed
strategies for language learning as part of their learning. Students will study 3 broad themes:
1. Identity and culture
2. Wales and the World-areas of interest
3. Current and future study and employment
The three themes include topics which students will be familiar with and some new ones.
Identity and culture

Wales and the World- areas of interest

Current and future study and employment

Youth Culture
• Self and relationships
• Technology and social
media
Lifestyle
• Health and fitness
• Entertainment and
leisure
Customs and
Traditions
• Food and drink
• Festivals and
celebrations

Home and Locality
• Local areas of interest
• Travel and Transport
The Wider World
• Local and regional features and characteristics of Spain
and Spanish-speaking countries
• Holidays and tourism
Global Sustainability
• Environment
• Social issues

Current Study
• School/college life
• School/college studies
Enterprise, Employability and Future Plans
• Skills and personal qualities
• Post-16 study
• Career plans
• Employment

A variety of teaching methods and resources will be used including ICT, text books, film clips, CDs, magazines and newspapers as well as other
authentic materials.
ASSESSMENT
Unit 1: Speaking (25%) – There will be three tasks to complete: one role-play, one photo-card discussion and one conversation.
Unit 2: Listening (25%) - Listening comprehension tasks with non-verbal and written responses.
Unit 3: Reading (25%) - Reading comprehension tasks with non-verbal and written responses, including one translation task from French into
Spanish.
Unit 4: Writing (25%) – Writing tasks including one translation task from English into Spanish.
All examinations will take place at the end of the two year course.
WHY STUDY SPANISH AT GCSE?
Spanish is the second most spoken language by native speakers in the world, with more than 400 million Spanish speakers in 21 countries:
Andorra, Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Equatorial Guinea, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico, Uruguay, Venezuela and Spain all have Spanish as the national language;
other places such as the USA have adopted and integrated Spanish into culture and everyday life.
Spanish is considered one of the easiest languages to learn. Spanish vocabulary is similar to other European languages, it’s completely
phonetic and its pronunciation is relatively straightforward.
Spanish can be used as a ‘gateway’ to learn other languages. It has many similarities to other European languages such as Italian, French and
Portuguese.
Most employers will look more favourably on job applicants with a foreign language and careers include interpreter, translator, lawyer, doctor,
nurse, air hostess, import/export industry, engineering, sales and marketing, accountant, secretary, teacher, banking, United Nations,
European Union.
In fact any career will be enhanced with a language qualification as you are showing employers that you possess social skills, adaptability and
resilience. The study of Spain and Spanish culture demonstrates European awareness which will still be desirable in an ever-increasing
European business market, even after Brexit. Learning to communicate in another language is FUN!
WHAT DO WE EXPECT FROM YOU?
Enthusiasm and a willingness to communicate in Spanish. There is no minimum requirement to do Spanish at GCSE - but it is important that
you approach the subject with a positive attitude.

For more details about the course contact Señor Marshall
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Skills Challenge Certificate for
National Welsh Baccalaureate

COMPULSORY

AIMS OF THE COURSE:
The Skills Challenge Certificate is a new qualification for first teaching from September 2015. Along with the core
qualifications of English, Maths, and Science it will form part of the new Welsh Baccalaureate award.
The course will help to increase your self-confidence, as well as developing your independent learning and skills. It has been
designed to help you develop key skills for life whilst also allowing you the chance to learn more about yourself as well as your
place in Wales and the wider world.

CONTENT OF THE COURSE:
This course will be delivered to all pupils throughout years 10 and 11.
The course comprises four key challenges which are developed, completed and assessed through over the duration of the two
years:





Individual project (worth 50%) and completed in year 11;
Enterprise and Employability Challenge (worth 20%);
Global Citizenship Challenge (worth 15%);
Community Challenge (worth 15%).

The final qualification gained is the Skills Challenge Certificate and which will be equivalent to one GCSE
ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE:
The course has four assessed areas which are completed once research, skills development and planning have been
undertaken. Some tasks are completed individually, with others being completed in teams of 3-6 pupils.

WHY WILL I FOLLOW THIS COURSE?
This course will give you the opportunity to better yourself and develop essential key skills for the future. Working with others
and taking an active part in school life, as well as learning more about Wales and your place in it are all key elements of this
new qualification.

For more details about the course contact Mrs Gray
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
WHAT IF YOU WANT TO CHANGE YOUR COURSE AT THE BEGINNING OF YEAR 10?
NB. Very few pupils actually change course during year 10.
Why change course?

Do you feel as if you’re not
coping?

It’s not what you expected?

Not enjoying the course?

What you should do
 GCSE courses are different from year 9. Many, if not most, pupils have
an initial panic attack! You may simply need a little more time to adjust
to the new demands.
 Check with your teacher. It may be that you simply lack confidence in
your own ability.
 Be honest with yourself. Are you managing your time properly and
keeping on top of your work?
 Check out the course information and syllabus again.
 Discuss your concerns with your teachers. It may only be a small part
of the course that has taken you by surprise.
 Be clear about what exactly you are not enjoying.
 Is it because of one of the other reasons listed? If so, look again at the
advice given above.
 Whatever the reason, you must discuss this with your teachers.

WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU ARE STILL UNHAPPY?
You must complete a CHANGE OF COURSE FORM to make a request to move subject.
NB. This request may not be granted if any signatories on the form are against it, or if the new course is full.
Change of course forms are available from the Assistant Headteacher (Curriculum) only.
In order to complete the form you must discuss your concerns with the following people and get their signatures:
1) the teachers of the subject you wish to drop;
2) the Head of Department of the subject you wish to drop;
3) the Head of Department of the subject you wish to study;
4) your parents;
5) your Head of Year;
6) Assistant Headteacher (Curriculum).
NB. It will NOT always be possible to permit a change of course- so it is important that you make the right choices in year 9!
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
1. Your final Option Form will be issued via Google Forms on Wednesday 23rd March, 2022. You can make your three
option choices on this form. Completed Option Forms must be submitted to Mr Sass by Wednesday 6th April, 2022.
2. During the summer term you will meet with your Head of Year or Senior staff to discuss and finalise your choices prior
to Year 10.
POINTS TO REMEMBER
1. Talk things over with parents, friends and teachers.
2. Choose subjects you like and are good at.
3. Be honest about your abilities.
4. Do not choose a subject because you like a particular teacher or because your friend is choosing that subject.
SOME IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Wednesday 23rd March, 2022
Wednesday 6th April, 2022
Summer term

Option Form issued to year 9 pupils
Deadline for return of Option Form 2022
Head of Year/Senior staff interviews with year 9 pupils
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This notice has been produced on behalf of: AQA, CCEA, Edexcel,
OCR and WJEC
Information for candidates - controlled assessments
This document tells you about some things that you must and must not do when you are completing your work.
Before you submit any work for marking, you will be asked to sign an authentication statement confirming that you have
read and followed these regulations.
If there is anything that you do not understand, you must ask your teacher or lecturer.
Controlled Assessment will provide you with an opportunity to do some independent research into a topic. The research you
do may involve looking for information in published sources such as textbooks, encyclopedias, journals, TV, radio, and on the
internet.
Using information from published sources (including the internet) as the basis for your assignment is a good way to
demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of a subject, but you must take care how you use this material - you cannot
copy it and claim it as your own work.
The regulations state that:
“the work which you submit for assessment must be your own”,
“you must not copy from someone else or allow another candidate to copy from you”.
If you use the same wording as a published source, you must place quotation marks around the passage and state where it
came from. This is called “referencing”. You must make sure that you give detailed references for everything in your work
which is not in your own words. A reference from a printed book or journal should show the name of the author, the year
of publication and the page number, for example: (Morrison, 2000, pg.29).
For material taken from the internet, your reference should show the date when the material was downloaded and must show
the precise web page, not the search engine used to locate it. This can be copied from the address line. For example:
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/16/sosteacher/history/49766.shtml), downloaded 12 February 2013.
You may be required to include a bibliography at the end of your work. Your teacher or lecturer will tell you whether a
bibliography is necessary. Where required, your bibliography must list the full details of publications you have used in your
research, even where these are not directly referred to, for example: Morrison, A. (2000) ‘Mary, Queen of Scots’, London:
Weston Press.

If you copy the words or ideas of others and don’t show your sources in references and a bibliography, this will
be considered as cheating.

Preparing your work – good practice
If you receive help and guidance from someone other than your teacher, you must tell your teacher
who will then record the nature of the assistance given to you.
If you worked as part of a group on an assignment, for example, undertaking field research, you must
each write up your own account of the assignment. Even if the data you have is the same, the
description of how that data was obtained and the conclusions you draw from it should be in your own
words.
You must meet the deadlines that your teacher gives you. Remember - your teachers are there to
guide you. Although they cannot give you direct assistance, they can help you to sort out any problems
before it is too late.
Take care of your work and keep it safe. Don’t leave it lying around where your classmates can find it.
You must always keep your work secure and confidential whilst you are preparing it; do not share it
with your classmates. If it is stored on the computer network, keep your password secure. Collect all
copies from the printer and destroy those you don’t need.
Don’t be tempted to use essays from online essay banks — this is cheating. Electronic tools used by
awarding bodies can detect this sort of copying.
Plagiarism
Plagiarism involves taking someone else’s words, thoughts or ideas and trying to pass them off as your
own. It is a form of cheating which is taken very seriously.
Don’t think you won’t be caught; there are many ways to detect plagiarism.


Markers can spot changes in the style of writing and use of language.



Markers are highly experienced subject specialists who are very familiar with work on the topic
concerned — they may have read the source you are using (or even marked the essay you have
copied from!).



Internet search engines and specialised computer software can be used to match phrases or pieces
of text with original sources and to detect changes in the grammar and style of writing or
punctuation.

Penalties for breaking the regulations
If your work is submitted and it is discovered that you have broken the regulations, one of the
following penalties will be applied:


the piece of work will be awarded zero marks;



you will be disqualified from that unit for the examination series in question;



you will be disqualified from the whole subject for that examination series;



you will be disqualified from all subjects and barred from entering again for a period of time.

Your awarding body will decide which penalty is appropriate.

REMEMBER – IT’S YOUR QUALIFICATION SO IT NEEDS TO BE YOUR OWN WORK
©2012

This notice has been produced on behalf of: AQA, City & Guilds, CCEA, Edexcel, OCR and WJEC
Information for candidates
GCE, ELC and Project Qualifications, Coursework Assessments
This leaflet tells you about some things that you must, and must not do when you are completing coursework.
Before you submit any coursework for marking, you will be asked to sign an authentication statement confirming that you
have read and followed these regulations.
If there is anything that you do not understand, you must ask your teacher or lecturer.
Coursework provides you with an opportunity to do some independent research into a topic. The research you do will involve
looking for information in published sources such as textbooks, encyclopaedias, journals, TV, radio, and on the internet.
Using information from published sources (including the internet) as the basis for your coursework is a good way to
demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of a subject, but you must take care how you use this material - you cannot
copy it and claim it as your own work.
The regulations state that:
“the work which you submit for assessment must be your own”,
“you must not copy from someone else or allow another candidate to copy from you”.
If you use the same wording as a published source, you must place quotation marks around the passage and state where it
came from. This is called “referencing”. You must make sure that you give detailed references for everything in your work
which is not in your own words. A reference from a printed book or journal should show the name of the author, the year
of publication and the page number, for example: (Morrison, 2000, pg.29).
For material taken from the internet, your reference should show the date when the material was downloaded and must show
the precise web page, not the search engine used to locate it. This can be copied from the address line. For example:
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/16/sosteacher/history/49766.shtml), downloaded 12 February 2013.
You must also include a bibliography at the end of your work, which lists the full details of publications you have used in your
research, even where these are not directly referred to, for example:
Morrison, A. (2000) “Mary, Queen of Scots”, London: Weston Press.

If you copy the words or ideas of others and don’t show your sources in references and a bibliography, this will be
considered as cheating.

Preparing your coursework – good practice
If you receive help and guidance from someone other than your teacher, you must tell your teacher who will then record the
nature of the assistance given to you.
If you worked as part of a group on an assignment, for example, undertaking field research, you must each write up your own
account of the assignment. Even if the data you have is the same, the description of how that data was obtained and the
conclusions you draw from it should be in your own words.
You must meet the deadlines that your teacher gives you. Remember - your teachers are there to
guide you. Although they cannot give you direct assistance, they can help you to sort out any problems before it is too late.
Take care of your work and keep it safe. Don’t leave it lying around where your classmates can find it. You must always keep
your coursework secure and confidential whilst you are preparing it; do not share it with your classmates. If it is stored on
the computer network, keep your password secure. Collect all copies from the printer and destroy those you don’t need.
Don’t be tempted to use essays from online essay banks — this is cheating. Electronic tools used by awarding bodies can
detect this sort of copying.
Plagiarism
Plagiarism involves taking someone else’s words, thoughts or ideas and trying to pass them off as your own. It is a form of
cheating which is taken very seriously.
Don’t think you won’t be caught; there are many ways to detect plagiarism.


Markers can spot changes in the style of writing and use of language.



Markers are highly experienced subject specialists who are very familiar with work on the topic concerned — they
may have read the source you are using (or even marked the essay you have copied from!).



Internet search engines and specialised computer software can be used to match phrases or pieces of text with original
sources and to detect changes in the grammar and style of writing or punctuation.

Penalties for breaking the regulations
If your work is submitted and it is discovered that you have broken the regulations, one of the following penalties will
be applied:


the piece of work will be awarded zero marks;



you will be disqualified from that unit for that examination series;



you will be disqualified from the whole subject for that examination series;

 you will be disqualified from all subjects and barred from entering again for a period of time. Your awarding
body will decide which penalty is appropriate.

REMEMBER – IT’S YOUR QUALIFICATION SO IT NEEDS TO BE YOUR OWN WORK©2012

